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have been revealed by Pribram from the Austrian archives,
and by the extensive German documents in Die Grosse
Politik. Its defensive character is now admitted even by
French historians who are by no means friendly to Bis-
marck.41 Bismarck himself, in a private despatch which he
never expected would be made public, referred to it as "our
League of Peace."42 Its peaceful and defensive intent was
especially marked in the case of Germany. But it became
less so in the case of Italy and Austria, who later wished
to use it to support their aggressive intentions. It was, in
fact, not long before Italy sought to make use of her new
alliance to promote her ambitions in North Africa and
elsewhere. Her request for German protection against
alleged interference with Italian interests by the French
in Morocco caused Bismarck to reply sharply:
I am not without just irritation over this request of
Maneini's, and observe in it a dilettante—confidentially I
would even say banausic—ignorance of what is possible and
desirable in high diplomacy. There is again manifest in this
incident, to put it mildly, that lack of unselfishness which
has already so often betrayed the Italians into sending other
people into the water for the sake of Italian interests, with-
out wetting even a finger of their own ... We are ready to
stand by Italy's side if she is attacked or even seriously
threatened by France. But we cannot hear with indifference
the expectation that we should begin trouble with France or
place Europe before the possibility of a war of great dimen-
sions, because of vague anxieties about Italy's interests
which are not immediate, but which represent hopes for the
future in regard to Morocco, or the Red Sea, or Tunis, or
Egypt, or other parts of the world.43
In 1885, Italy irritated her new allies by seizing Mas-
sowah on the Red Sea without notifying them beforehand
41 Cf. Bourgeois et Pagfes, p. 197,
42'TJnsore Friedenslipa"; G.P., III, 263; sec below at note 45.
43 Bismarck to Kmidell, April 6, 1884; G.P., III 410.

